Appl. No. 09/997,021 

Amdt. dated September 2, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of June 5, 2003 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action dated June 5, 2003, the specification was objected to; claims 1-5, 28- 
32, and 34-42 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 over Cernocky (U.S. 6,557,636, Publication 
No. 2003/0001753, or 2003/000041 1) or WO 01/59401 (hereinafter "Cunningham"); claims 6-9 
and 33 were rejected under § 103 over Cernocky or Cunningham in view of U.S. Publication No. 
2003/0075069 (Boucher). 

The specification has been amended to address the objections set forth in the Office 

Action. 

As amended, claim 1 is allowable over either Cernocky or Cunningham. Neither 
Cernocky nor Cunningham discloses a portable user interface device that is adapted to 
communicate wirelessly with a control module that is coupled to a tool. Cernocky mentions a 
control station and a wireless and cableless means for communicating between the control station 
and a detonation device. However, no mention is made of a portable user interface device. 
Similarly, Cunningham fails to disclose a portable user interface device. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all claims dependent from claim 
1 is also allowable for at least the same reasons. 

Moreover, with respect to many of the dependent claims, Cernocky and Cunningham are 
completely silent on various recited elements. For example, with respect to dependent claim 2, 
Cernocky and Cunningham are completely silent on a portable user interface device having a 
display to display a graphical user interface. With respect to claim 3, there is no indication 
anywhere within Cernocky or Cunningham that the graphical user interface has one or more 
graphical elements selectable to control a tool. Cernocky and Cunningham also fails to disclose 
elements of the remaining dependent claims that are dependent from claim 1 . 

With respect to independent claim 28, neither Cernocky nor Cunningham discloses 
providing a portable user interface device and wirelessly communicating with a control module 
using the portable user interface device, with the control module communicating with a tool. 

All claims dependent from claim 28 are also allowable for at least this reason. 
Additionaly, Cernocky and Cunningham do not teach or suggest the additional elements of the 
claims dependent from claim 28. 
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In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all claims are in condition for 
allowance, which action is respectfully requested. The Commissioner is authorized to charge 
any additional fees, including extension of time fees, and/or credit any overpayment to Deposit 



Account No. 20-1504 (SHL.0187US). 



Respectfully submitted, 





Dan C. Hu, Reg. No. 40,025 
TROP, PRUNER & HU, P.C. 
8554 Katy Freeway, Suite 100 



Houston, TX 77024 
713/468-8880 [Ph] 
713/468-8883 [Fax] 
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